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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point put and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 5 and 10 recites the limitation "wherein the additional information so as to 
have the medical image generating apparatus re-generate the medical image includes 
information for instructing the medical image generating apparatus to send any one of 
the medical image which already has been processed, and a combination of the 
medical image which has not been processed and contents of the image processing 
performed by the medical image generating apparatus". However, it is unclear as to 
whether a single image or multiple images are being processed, which renders claims 5 
and 10 indefinite. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Saito (Pub No.: 2003/0156745) in view of Aonuma (Pub No.: 
2002/0060302). 

An image management apparatus (e.g. 122, image display workstation) capable 
of receiving a medical image from a medical image generating apparatus (e.g. 101, X- 
ray CT) according to a radiographing order issued by an outer information management 
apparatus (e.g. 102, PACS server, see Fig 1) image-processing the medical image 
received ([0018], line 7), displaying the medical image image-processed along with 
accompanying information thereof (see [0018], lines 7-8, where the medical images are 
observed from image display workstation), and outputting the medical image and the 
accompanying information to at least one of an image forming apparatus and an image 
storage apparatus, (see [0018], lines 7-9, where two dimensional images, along with a 
report are outputs of the image display workstation) the image management apparatus 
comprising: a request section for requesting at least one of the medical image 
generating apparatus and the outer information management apparatus to have the 
medical image generating apparatus at least one of re-generate and re-send the 
medical image, (see [0023], lines 18-24, where a medical image is modified at a user 
terminal and the request is sent back to the PACS server for the modification and sent 
back to the user terminal) and in a case of being impossible to apply image processing 
suitable for at least one of image-forming in the image forming apparatus and image- 
storing in the image storage apparatus on the medical image received. 
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However, Saito does note specifically teach wherein the image management 
apparatus comprises an image forming apparatus . Aonuma teaches an image and 
information processor for images ([0020], lines 1-3) that includes image management 
apparatus comprises an image forming apparatus (e.g. image output device, 122). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have added the image and information processor of Aonuma to 
the image based medical report system of Saito for recording or outputting a processed 
image as a visible image ([0042], lines 1-4). 

As to claim 6, all the limitations are discussed in claim 1 except a medical 
network system comprising: an image management apparatus, a medical image 
generating apparatus for sending a medical image to the image management 
apparatus, at least one of an image storage apparatus for storing the medical image 
outputted from the image management apparatus and an image forming apparatus for 
forming the medical image outputted in a recording medium therein. 

Saito teaches a medical network system (see Fig 1) comprising: an image 
management apparatus (e.g. 122, image display workstation), a medical image 
generating apparatus (e.g 101 , X-Ray CT) for sending a medical image to the image 
management apparatus, at least one of an image storage apparatus (e.g. 102, PACS 
server) for storing the medical image outputted from the image management apparatus 
and an image forming apparatus for forming the medical image outputted in a recording 
medium therein. 
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As to claim 2, Saito teaches the apparatus wherein the request section sends 
additional information so as to have the medical image generating apparatus re- 
generate the medical image when requesting at least one of the medical image 
generating apparatus and the outer information management apparatus to have the 
medical image generating apparatus re-generate the medical image (see [0023], line 
19, where the modified parameters are sent back to the PACS server). 

As to claim 3, note the discussion above, Aonuma teaches the apparatus 
wherein the case of being impossible to apply image processing includes at least one of 
a case that a medical image image-processed by at least one of the medical image 
generating apparatus, the image management apparatus and the image forming 
apparatus is not optimum and a case that the accompanying information is insufficient 
(see [0068], lines 1-9, where an image is retaken if an operator notices that there is a 
mistake). 

As to claim 5, as best understood, Saito teaches the apparatus wherein the 
additional information so as to have the medical image generating apparatus re- 
generate the medical image includes information for instructing the medical image 
generating apparatus to send any one of the medical image which already has been 
processed, and a combination of the medical image which has not been processed and 
contents of the image processing performed by the medical image generating apparatus 
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([0041], lines 1-4]. 

As to claim 7, note the discussion of claim 2 above. 
As to claim 8, note the discussion of claim 3 above. 
As to claim 10, note the discussion of claim 5 above. 

3. Claims 4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Saito (Pub No.: 2003/0156745) in view of Aonuma (Pub No.: 2002/0060302) further in 
view of Takeo (US Patent No.: 6,289,1 15). 

As to claim 4, neither Saito or Aonuman teaches the apparatus wherein a 
medical standard network protocol is used for communication for requesting to have the 
medical image generating apparatus re-generate the medical image. 

Takeo teaches a medical network system (column 1 , lines 4-5), that includes 
wherein a medical standard network protocol (e.g. DICOM, column 3, line 5-7) is used 
for communication for requesting to have the medical image generating apparatus re- 
generate the medical image. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have added the medical network 
system of Takeo to the image based medical report system of Saito as modified by 
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Aoouma to enables all devices connected on the medical network to communicate with 
each other effectively. 

As to claim 9, note the discussion of claim 4 above. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made part of the record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

Ono (Pub No.: US 2003/0198371) is cited to teach a medical image processing 
apparatus. 

Pourjavid (US Patent No.: 5,883,985) is cited to teach a method for 
compensating image data to adjust for characteristic of a network device. 

Ogawa (US Patent No.: 6,577,753) is cited to teach a medical network. 

Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrae S. Allison whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-1052. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 5:00 
pm, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Mancuso can be reached on (571) 272-7695. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Andrae Allison 
December 8, 2006 
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